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Name: Michael Bodie
Academic Rank: Associate Professor of Cinematic Practice
Department/School: Division of Media Arts and Practice, School of Cinematic Arts
Graduate degrees (with year, university, and discipline): 

MFA, Film and Television Production, UCLA, 2009
Major academic responsibilities:

I teach two to three classes per-semester focused on the theory and practice of filmmaking and other media creation for both undergraduate and graduate students across campus. Additionally, I am actively involved in the decisions around our academic mission and curriculum design for Media Arts and Practice and more broadly at the School of Cinematic Arts.
Previous service on USC, Senate, or school committees:

Academic Senate
RTPC Faculty Affairs Committee: member, 2018-2020 / co-chair, 2020-present
Strategic Plan Committee – Values: member, 2018-2019

School of Cinematic Arts
Faculty Council: member, 2014-2016 / chair, 2016-2018

Division of Media Arts + Practice
Graduate and Undergraduate Admissions: 2014-present

Curriculum: 2014-present
Previous administrative responsibilities at USC: None
Previous service to scholarly or professional associations:

AAUP USC – Treasurer, 2020-present
Personal statement: why do you want to serve in this role for the Senate?
I believe in shared governance. I believe in collegiality. I believe in solidarity.

To me, participation in governance at USC is not an obligation, but a duty. I have had the great fortune to have spent the last many years working within several groups and committees in guiding how we, as a community, address equity and parity and protect academic freedom within our workplace: from chairing the School of Cinematic Arts’ Faculty Council to co-chairing the Academic Senate’s RTPC Faculty Affairs Committee. The conversations and actions that have come from these experiences have been both empowering and satisfying in how they have affected positive change within the University. I am eager to harness my experience while continuing to support the needs of our faculty and the mission of the University by engaging in this challenging work from within the Executive Board. I will use the values I witness daily amongst my colleagues as my north star: transparency, accountability, rigor, empathy, and a commitment to protecting the wellbeing and improving the conditions for all students, staff, and faculty at USC.
Biography:
Bodie began his career working for Sundance Institute where he helped to develop independent artists and their work. After receiving his MFA from UCLA’s School of Film and Television, he returned to Sundance to make a documentary web series about their prestigious labs and has now executive produced and directed their festival video content for ten years. Bodie has written and directed short films and music videos that have been presented across a wide array of platforms and festivals, and his community work has been exhibited as part of the Los Angeles Public Library’s To Live and Dine in L.A. Bodie is also a key collaborator on two USC Arts in Action funded social and environmental justice programs: Warrior Bards and Sacrifice Zone: Los Angeles. For more info visit: www.michaelbodie.com
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