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Major academic responsibilities: I regularly teach elective sustainability courses at both the undergraduate and graduate level (ARCH 419 and ARCH 519) as well as a graduate level building systems course (ARCH 575a: Systems, the Thermal Environment) required for all 3-year M.Arch students. In addition to these courses, I teach a specialized building technology course (ARCH 588: Interactive Architecture) which I developed in 2014 as an experimental course. I have also taught Research Publication Methods for Building Science (ARCH 694), Building Science Thesis (ARCH 692a) and served as the “Sustainability Rover” in the Graduate Comprehensive Design Studio (ARCH 505b). I have served as a thesis committee chair for 17 Master of Building Science (MBS) students and as a member on 23 additional thesis committees in the Chase L. Leavitt Graduate Building Science program in the USC School of Architecture. In addition to my teaching and service, I have an active research agenda focused on sustainability and health outcomes in buildings. I have served as the Principal Investigator (PI) on 6 externally sponsored research projects including a research grant from the California Energy Commission, (California’s primary agency responsible for advancing science and technology in the field of energy efficiency). Outputs of my scholarly activities since arriving at USC in 2012 include 14 peer-reviewed journal publications and a co-authored book published by Springer.
Previous service on USC, Senate, or school committees: I joined the Academic Senate Sustainability Committee in 2017. In 2018 – 2019 I was invited to serve as a co-chair (with co-chair Prof. Sofia Gruskin). In 2019, I was invited to represent the School of Architecture on President Folt’s Working Group on Sustainable Education, Research, and Operations.
Previous administrative responsibilities at USC: As a member of the University’s Sustainability Steering Committee, I am participating in the planning process for the USC 2028 Sustainability Plan, which is being developed by USC with support from an outside consultant (ARUP). I am providing input to this process with the goal of ensuring that the performance targets and interventions proposed in the 2028 Sustainability Plan meet the level of ambition expected by faculty and students (e.g. as expressed in USC Faculty Academic Senate Resolution 17/18-001) – the most notable expectation being a commitment to an aggressive timeline for reaching carbon neutrality, with transparent reporting and accountability on progress towards this goal.
Previous service to scholarly or professional associations:

I am committed to working with my peers engaged in architectural education, research and practice to advance and share knowledge. In 2019, I was invited by the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA) to co-chair the 2020 AIA/ACSA Intersections Symposium, which (prior to the COVID-19 pandemic) was to be held in conjunction with the 2020 American Institute of Architects (AIA) National Conference on Architecture in Los Angeles. I worked in collaboration with co-chair Prof. Phoebe Chrisman (Univ. of Virginia) to develop the theme Design for Climate Action, with the goal of addressing climate change across scales—from building, to community, to the planet. I have also supported dissemination of new knowledge in my discipline as a peer reviewer for the Building Science Journals Building and Environment (Impact Factor 4.82) and Energy and Buildings (Impact Factor 4.49).

Beyond my own discipline, I engage in service roles with the goal of impacting policy and standards, and enhancing knowledge-sharing and collaboration across academic, government, private sector, and professional organizations. Since 2012, I have served as a member of the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) Daylight Metrics Committee (DMC). The IESNA is recognized as the organization responsible for establishing lighting applications Standards in North America. The DMC works to develop metrics and criteria to measure and assess the daylight quality and performance of various building designs and to document those metrics and criteria for use by others. 

In 2019 I became a member of the National Institute of Health (NIH) Health and Buildings Roundtable (HiBR), a group formed by the NIH to identify the effects of building design on occupant health and to develop shared values and best practices to serve as a resource to the professions engaged in the design and operation of buildings. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, I was serving as program committee lead for the 2020 HiBR Conference (a biennial conference hosted by NIH) to further this goal in collaboration with a national network of experts representing academia, industry, policy-makers, and the health sciences.

Personal statement: why do you want to serve in this role for the Senate?
The Senate has a central role to play in addressing the academic and administrative challenges being faced by the University. This role is all the more significant as the COVID-19 pandemic adds to the legacy legal issues and ongoing efforts to transform university culture. The faculty must have a strong voice as the University makes unprecedented decisions over the next year. At the same time, faculty must remain engaged in efforts to improve diversity, implement positive transformation in the culture of the University and work to envision what it means for USC to lead as a research university.
I want to serve in the role of Secretary General on the Senate Executive Board to support the Senate’s goals of improving transparency, strengthening faculty governance and to work to  identify and support the diverse needs of students, staff and faculty. Additionally, I want to strengthen and support the Senate’s digital presence to improve coordination and collaboration as we navigate the unprecedented challenges of the coming year. As a member of the Executive Board, I plan to continue to advocate for and participate in University-wide efforts to elevate sustainability across research and educational activities as well as through campus operations / built environment.   
Video

https://shorts.flipgrid.com/watch/9035048329150894
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