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Task Force on Health and Wellness at USC
Whereas the faculty, staff and administration are understandably concerned about rising healthcare costs and the resulting downward pressure on other benefits and on salaries;
Whereas the Academic Senate seeks to promote a wellness environment at USC;

Whereas decision-making regarding healthcare benefits should be based on good data and carried out transparently;

Whereas information about the health problems facing USC faculty and staff are lacking;

Whereas the acquisition of the hospitals and integration of the practice plans provides an opportunity to re-examine the delivery of healthcare at USC;

Whereas messages about wellness need to be carefully developed for faculty and staff;

Therefore, the Academic Senate invites the Provost to join in appointing a Taskforce on Health and Wellness at USC that includes representatives from the hospitals, USCare, and relevant faculty and staff experts, with several purposes: 

1. to gather data on the USC population's health problems and wellness trends,

2. to identify multiple approaches to improve the health and well being of USC community members,

3. to establish a timeline and plan for implementing improved care management and wellness,

4. to establish agreements across USC healthcare providers about who will take responsibility to ensure implementation,

5. to establish a marketing campaign to inform and motivate the USC community in achieving greater wellness across the faculty and staff of the University,

6. to draft a Request for Proposals, to be issued by the Provost's office, for initial studies to evaluate the effectiveness of the interventions.
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